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an iron brace. If one places Gerard Edelinck's
engraving of the Duke side by side with Coysevaux*
bust of the Duchess which portrays her with all
that artist's veracity, one sees what a happy mixture
Louis was of all that was best in his parents, a
mixture which nature had freed of all their imper-
fections* Contemporaries are unanimous in their
praise of the child, the youth and the man; never
did a handsomer sovereign occupy the throne of
France. As sincere an observer as Quentin la Tour
has, without flattery or exaggeration, left an un-
forgettable picture of him.

Each man is endowed with his own undeveloped
capital; every man has in himself talents and
faults* Education, training, the course of events, can
modify the importance of natural gifts without ever
destroying them. Nothing can change his nature
altogether, the child is found again in the mature
man. The influence of environment acts as a
corrective; encouraging certain inclinations and
tendencies, it corrects and improves or else per-
verts and disintegrates. As to Louis XV, his tastes
and desires hardly changed except for the pursuit
of sensual pleasures which had awakened late in
him and the future importance of "which none had
foreseen. The child in the arms of Madame de
Ventadour in that year 1710 had already the
elements of a many-sided character. Mind and body
developed and reproduced many traits borrowed
by the Duke and Duchess of Burgundy from more
distant relations whose blood he inherited- At the
same time he suffered the immediate repercussions